THE father and mother of these children are first cousins. Out of a family of five children, one girl and four boys, the girl and two boys are albinos, and in each the hair of the head is red: the youngest albino boy is definitely heemophilic, the other suffers from severe epistaxis. I have obtained no history of albinism or hsemophilia in the familv other than this.
The late Dr. Pringle (Allbutt and Rolleston," System of Medicine," 2nd ed., vol. ix, art. Albinism) states that the hair of albinos may have a yellowish tint, and quotes Folker as reporting a case in which the hair was red.
Dr. H. STANNUS said that this case of albinism, one of three in a family of five children, with red hair, was particularly interesting. These cases were uncommon in this country but on the other hand this type was known to occur among all races. Cases had been recorded from Papua, Malaysia, from among American Indians, and a few were found in the series of albinos recorded by himself from Central Africa. Those who were interested in albinism would of course find an exhaustive survey of the subject in the monograph on albinism from the Department of Applied Statistics, University College, London, by Professor Karl Pearson and his co-workers.
Though it was impossible to dogmatize in the absence of microscopic examination, it might be said that as a rule the bright red type of hair contained no granular pigment in distinction to some others which had a slight brown shade. After only a hurried survey of the case one would class it as one of complete albinism, that was to say hair without granular pigment, pigmentless skin, red reflex from the eye, &c. In these cases the colour of the hair was due to a diffuse pigment, a lipochrome with no granular pigment.
Sometimes it would be found that the distal portions of the hairs were darker than the more proximal parts; such hair sometimes darkened with age. Red hair was seen in red skinned members of dark skinned races, cases that were classed under xanthism, but it had to be remembered that every degree of variation might be met with, from complete albinism to normal pigmentation, and that the distribution of pigmentation might vary in all directions. Individual red hairs from the scalp of a black haired African showed the same characters as the red hairs of albinos. It was, however, only possible here to allude thus briefly to the clinical side of albinism. On the bio-chemical side there was a vast and interesting field of research still open for investigation. A further point of considerable interest was the presence of a hemophilic diathesis in the family under discussion, this and albinism being both of course familial affections. THE patient, Mrs. M. H., then aged 47, was admitted to hospital under my care on July 15, 1915, with chronic ascites, which had already been tapped twice since the commencement of 1915, when it was first noticed. The liver was hard and greatly enlarged, reaching down to about the umbilical level. The spleen could not be palpated. Otherwise the patient appeared fairly healthy. There seemed to be no disease of the thoracic or of the other abdominal organs. The urine was free from albumin and sugar, and the bloood-serum gave a negative Wassermann reaction. There was no fever. Pulse 80. Respirations 24 per minute. About two years previously she had at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
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